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Extract from a Sermon, delivered in Litchfield, on the 14th of April, 1823, to the 
Auxiliary Society for melioraling the condition of the Jews. By the Rev. Truman 


Marsu, Vice-President of the Society. 


Let Christians no longer contend about mere forms, ceremonies, 
and metaphysical doctrines. We all agree as to the essentials of 
true religion. We generally believe in the providence of God—the 
inspiration of the holy Scriptures—the divinity of our blessed Sa- 
viour—the atonement he made for the sins of mankind—the depra- 
vity of human nature—and the necessity of a renovation of the hu- 
man heart, by the operation of the divine Spirit. Let us lay aside 
all sectarian prejudices and let us unite on this occasion, in one 
common cause, and for one common interest. As we have but one 
Faith, one Lord, and one Baptism, let us cherish a bond of union, 
and follow the dictates of charity, and the noble impulse of benevo- 
lence. How much has the christian religion suffered from the 
contentions and persecutions of nations among themselves.’ The 
faggot, the wheel, and the Inquisition, have done more injury to 
Christianity than the metaphysical philosophy of Hume, the ribaldry 
of Voltaire, or the blasphemy of Thomas, Paine. The prejudice 
and bigotry of Christians, have limited the Ao of the Gospel, and 
prevented thousands from entering the pale of the christian church. 

Is it not time that the veil of distinction between Jew and Gentile 
should be rent in twain ? Shall not Christians feel, in some measure, 
the spirit of that prayer of our Saviour himself, Father forgive 
them, for they know not what they do? If Christ prayed to his Fa- 
ther for their forgiveness, shall we call for fire from heaven to con- 
sume them? The Christian will ever pray—‘ Our Father who art 
in heaven, may thy kingdom come, may the borders of the chris- 
tian church be enlarged, and may the light of the Gospel illuminate 
~ every part of this globe.” Especially he will pray, for the conver- 
sion of the Jews—that the manacles of ignorance, and the fetters of 
false zeal may be loosened—that the film of prejudice may be 
taken from their eyes—that they may see the truth as it is in Je- 
sus—may acquire faith in the Saviour—and may be saved among the 
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frue Israelites. Prompted by curiosity, and encouraged by a sense 
of duty, I have-attended to the history of this infatuated and unhappy 
people. I will not weary your patience, at this time, by detailing 
their sufferings, persecution, and confiscation of wealth. ! will only 
state the number of Jews! who have been put to death, since the 
time of our Saviour. The number exceeds 4,760,000: it is but 
little short of 5,000,000. The number as described by Jewish wri- 
ters, greatly exceeds the numbér which | have recorded. If any 
should think that | have exaggerated, | can show the times when, 
and the places where they suffered. 

The Jews have experienced the most vindictive cruelties and per- 
secutions, from Mahomedans, Pagans, and Christians. Does not the 
human heart sicken at the relation of their sufferings ? Does not 
humanity wish for their melioration ? Would it not seem, that they 
have been preserved, as the awful monuments of Divine justice ; as 
an evidence of the truth of Christianity, and for the completion of 
the holy prophecies ? Would it not seem that the vials of Divine 
wrath, justly poured on this people, have been exhausted, even to 
their last dregs ? 

At the same time, have not a great share of their sufferings pro-~ 
ceeded from Christians themselves ? Shall not Christians feel some 
sympathy towards them, as fellow creatures ? Shall we not make 
some effort for their conversion to Christianity ? Is it not time that 
national prejudice should begin to abate ? At least, does not this 
subject demand the candid attention of good and pious people? In 
the year 1339 the Jews escaped the general plague and mortality 
which raged in most parts of Europe.—T hey were accused of poison- 
ing the wells and reservoirs of water. They were accused of en- 
ormous crimes and misdemeanors, in order to palliate the cruelties 
of their persecutors. But their wealth was the real cause of such 
treatment. Many were crucified, and many were burned. 

Of the ten Tribes, carried into captivity by Shalmanaser, and of 
the country where they settled, we have no certain or authentic 
information. At present, the Turkish empire is the principal seat 
of the Jews. At Constantinople, and the adjacent cities, they are 
very numerous. In Fez, Morocco, and other African states, are 
great numbers of Jews. They are dispersed over Germany : but 
are most numerous in Poland, Lithuania, and Russia.* In Protes- 
tant countries they are now treated with more mildness than for- 
merly. But even in England popular prejudice and intolerance 
have prevented all attempts to naturalize them. In no part of Europe 
are they allowed to hold estates in fee-simple. They have been 
scattered, contemned, persecuted, murdered or enslaved among all 
nations. ‘They have never mixed with other nations, like the an- 
cient Greeks and Romans ; ‘but they remain to this day a communi- 
ty distinct by themselves. The history of the Jews furnishes one 
of those prodigies in the moral world, which we admire, but 
cannot comprehend. When faith shall end in vision, the dealings of 


* See pages 126 and 7 




















ISRAEL’S ADVOCATE. 1238 


God will become more plain, and all his ways to the children of 
men shall be fully vindicated. 

Brethren, you know the occasion of our assembling at this time 
in the house of God; to promote the cause of Religion—to be the 
humble means, under God, of converting souls from the evil of their 
ways ; of meliorating the condition of the Jews ; and providing an 
asylum for those who have been converted to Christianity, and who 
are persecuted in consequence of their professed belief in Christ. 
To aid a cause so pious, an Auxiliary Female Society also has been 
organized in this town, and very liberal funds have been contributed. 
This is much to the honour of its patrons, as women and as Chris- 
tians. This only proves what no misanthropist can deny, that this 
fairest portion of our race, are first seen in the ranks of humanity, 
that in every age, they are the Pioneers in the cause of religion, 
and in deeds of charity. To magnify our own charity, and to exalt 
our own good deeds, would be impious in the sight of God, and 
would be condemned by all good men; but I venture to say, the 
object of such societies is laudable ; the motive is christian, and the 
principle is commendable. The fears of the timid, the scruples of 
the wavering, the sneers of the sceptic, and the taunts of the irre- 
ligious, are not deserving our notice. The merits of this subject 
are not generally known, and but few Christians know real facts in 
regard to the Jews. Many good people may have their doubts and 
their fears, but when they fully understand the nature of our socie- 
ties, the principles by which we are actuated, the great object to 
be acquired, and-the probability of success, many more, | presume, 
will become the patrons of these institutions. Plausible objections 
are adduced. The experience of the world will prove that it is 
much easier to raise objections than to remove them. What effort 
to meliorate the world is not attended with hazard and uncertainty ? 
The most benevolent and praise-worthy attempts are liable to cavils 
and objections. But shall we be deterred from a commendable 
undertaking on account of its uncertain issue, or the possibility of 
failure? Were the Saviour of the world and his Apostles discourag- 
ed on account of such reasons ’ were the holy men of the Reforma- 
tion thus alarmed and discouraged ? One plausible objection is this, 
‘*the Jews,” it is said, ‘‘ have been preserved in a miraculous man- 
ner, as a distinct and peculiar peéple. They serve as a kind of liv- 
ing miracle, to attest the truth of Christianity.” The fact is true, 
the preservation of the Jews is but the fulfilment of Divine prophe- 
cies. But the last and most important prophecy is this, that the 
Jews shall be brought into the Christian Church ; when the Jews, 
therefore, become Christians, then the last volume of prophecy 
will be completed. 

Again, it is said ‘the Jews are not objects of charity ; they are 
vich merchants, and the brokers of the whole world.” Grant the 
truth of this objection ; but the object of these societies is not to 
help the Jews, as Jews, but to induce them to become Christians, 
or to aid those who have embraced Christianity. The converted 
Jew is placed in a most peculiar dilemma. He is utterly rejected 
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as a heretic by the Jews and all his kindred, and he is suspected by 
many professed Christians as a knave or hypocrite. When Jewish 
converts are baptised, they are thrown on the world withont a friend. 
Like their Master, whom they serve, they have not where to lay 
their head. A certain writer says, one of ‘* these converted Jews 
said to me, ‘1 am now baptised, | know not where to go. 1 go not 
to Christians, there 1s no love among them—they love not the Jews. 
I know not what to do!’”’ Is not this a sad reproach on Christians? 
Let not this stigma exist any more. Another objection is, ‘* Mis- 
sionary establishments are sufficiently multiplied.”’ It is not wished 
to abandon other pious and charitable institutions. Various and 
honourable are the missions of the present day. These fountains 
have caused their medicinal-waters to flow to the most remote parts 
of the world. They have fertilized the soil through which they 
run, and have converted the pagan wilderness into a most pleasant 
and prolific region. Arts and science, civilization and religion, have 
succeeded the place of savage manners, and the most cruel mytho- 
logy. The tomahawk and the scalping knife have been laid aside, 
and the peaceful implements of industry and refinement have been 
substituted in their place. Many of the pagan temples are no longer 
filled with dumb idols and the human bones of immolated victims ; 
but pious songs and Christian hallelujahs are chaunted to the honour 
and glory of Almighty God! It is the wish of our societies to en- 
large the sphere of Christian charity, or rather to divert one stream 
of public charity to a new and important object. While Pagans are 
reaping the benefit of Christian manificence, let the Jews participate 
a small share of common bounty. But, again, we are told ‘the 
Jews are obstinate and vindictive.’’ If this be true, who made them 
such? The answer ts too plain—the cruel persecutions which they 
have suffered. Christians seem to have thought it their duty to re- 
vile, debase, and oppress the poor Jews. The holy ministers of 
God have been unrelenting declaimers against them; the arm of 
the civil magistrate has been raised against them ; the press has 
groaned with abuse and intolerance ; and even the theatre has been 
degraded to the purpose of ridicule. What character was ever de- 
picted more odious or diabolical than * the Jew of Venice 2?” If 
the Jews have the common feelings of humanity, they. must be ob- 
stinate. It is the natural effect of a natural cause. Let the hand of 
Christian charity be open to embrace them ; let deeds of humanity 
and benevolence be extended to them; let them experience equal 
privileges in their civil and religious concerns. We then shall see a 
change in their disposition and conduct. Their minds will be open 
to conviction, and they will be induced to embrace Chistianity. The 
United States seem to present the best asylum for converted Jews. 
In other countries they are subjected to oppression and want, in 
consequence of their embracing the Christian faith. Here they may 
find safety and protection: unmolested, they may here enjoy the 
instructions and the privileges of the Gospel. By industry and fru- 
gality they may realize for themselves and families a comfortable 
subsistence. ‘The religious establishment of Europe monopolize 
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every thing to themselves, and will ever produce an invidious ex- 
clusion as to common rights aud equal privileges. But the United 
States acknowledge no test laws in their constitution. Let the Jews 
know that Christians in America live up to their profession, as to 
charity and toleration; let them experience succour, safety, and 
protection. This alone will do more for their conversion than all 
the other means united. Again, we are told, ‘ public charities never 
reach the real objects of “suffering for whom such charity was de- 
signed.’’ This objection is sometimes too well grounded. Knaves 
and speculators may have perverted public sympathy to their pri- 
vate emolument ; but shall the abuse of a good thing prevent its law- 
ful use? By no means: correct the abuse, but do not abandon the 
principle. In the present case, the constitution of our society will 
guard us against peculation, or the prodigal application of our funds. 
We do not trust our funds to foreign agents of no responsibility. 
They cannot convert them to their own use, nor apply them to any 
object they please ; we control the use of our own money; we 
can specify the very object to which it shall be applied. What plan 
will finally be adopted to aid the converted Jews, is yet very uncer- 
tain: different methods have been suggested, but no plan as yet 
presents itself free from every difficulty ; sound discretion, improv- 
ed by experience, may dictate some plan, judicious, practical, and 
useful. The conversion of the Jews is a work of great magnitude ; 
it requires the united efforts of all Christians. Our societies are 
formed on a liberal scale ; all the different denominations of Chris- 
tians are invited to associate together with a view to this considera- 
tion ; the officers of the society have been carefully elected from all 
denominations, without respect to names or persons. 

I have thus explained the design of our societies, and | have no- 
ticed some objections which naturally attend the subject. I do not 
wonder that many good Christians should have their doubts as to the 
expediency of such measures. But their doubts, | think, arise from 
a want of investigation of this business ; nor do I eondemn any, be- 
cause they doubt and hesitate. But I request them to examine for 
themselves, to weigh the matter thoroughly ; they will then, perhaps, 
act decisively. At the first, |, myself, had doubts, and even scruples 
of conscience ; | thought the Jews were under the curse of the Al- 
mighty ; that the hand of God was on them, and that I had no right 
to attempt its removal. But, afier a mature investigation of this sub- 
ject, my doubts have vanished ; we request nothing more than a ean- 
did and serious inquiry. This is a matter which no Christian can re- 
fuse to do; we address ourselves to your sober judgment, and not 
your feelings ; we make no violent appeal to your passions ; we do 
not falsely magnify the sufferings of those for whom we plead the 
cause of Christian alms ; we take no advantage of those Christians 
who think charity a Christian duty, who may give liberally, but who 
do not trouble themselves as to the judicious application of their 
charity. We are asked, ‘‘ How do we know that the time has yet 
arrived, when the Jews are to be converted ?”’ But how shall we 
know the will of God, unless we make a trial ? let us make the trial. 
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If God shall bless the attempt, we may well conclude that He ap- 
proves the act, and that now is the suitable time. But, my hearers, 
have we not some signs that the fullness of time has already arrived ? 
Is there not an unusual appearance of things in the present day ? 
How shall we account for this simultaneous motion of things in dif- 
ferent hemispheres, and different parts of the world? Is not the 


operation of God’s Spirit evident in this extraordinary appearance % 


The operation of grace is like the operation of wind on the waters. 


The operation itself is invisible and secret, but the effects are plain. 
What wonderful exertions are now made in Europe and America for 
the conversion of Jews! are not many worthy and honourable per- 
sons exerting their best influence in this cause? are not societies 
organized at once in remote and different places? has not this cause 
advanced, notwithstanding most inveterate prejudices ? what at first 
was considered as visionary and absurd, is now encouraged and pa- 


tronized ; what was deemed weakness and foolishness, is now foster- 
ed and cherished. If the finger of God was ever visible, is it not 


seen pointing in this direction ? if the Spirit of God was ever known 


by its operation, is it not conspicuous in the signs of the present day 2 

It is said, ** that God can convert the Jews in his own time, and in 
his own way ;”’ yet this does not excuse us from the use of means. 

To trust in God without a use of means, is not a holy trust in Him. 
It is mad presumption ; it is throwing ourselves from the pinnacle of 
the temple, in hopes that God will save us. The question in this 
case is not what God can do, but what He commands us to do. 

To conclude ;—this subject appeals loudly to the feelings of the 
Christian and the philanthropist ; and tothem I leave it. My theme 
has been a noble one; it is the cause of humanity, and the cause of 
God, 
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For Israel’s Advocate. 


Mr. Eprror.—It being agreed by all that the history of the Jews 
is the most remarkable of all other nations, every information res- 
pecting that people, therefore, will be read with peculiar interest. 
One of the questions most frequently asked is respecting their pres- 
ent number. On this subject | have seen various opinions in the 
Jewish Expositor and elsewhere ; but the most correct statement I 
believe is in a note contained in a pamphlet lately published in this 
city by A. Collins. From the signature of the note, | conclude Mr. 
Noah to be the author. If so, greater reliance may be placed on 
it; yet | cannot but think that in some instances, as in Holland, 
Germany, &c. the number must be far greater. Should you judge 
this note worthy of a place in the next number of “ Israel’s Advo- 


eate,’’ you will oblige your obedient servant, Yoon. 
Vew. York, July, 1823. 
** Under the dominion of Grand Seignior, : 2,500,000 
States of Barbary, - - - - - 350,000 
In Poland, before the partition of 1772, - - 1,000,000 


'n Russia, comprehending Moldavia and Wallachia, 300,000 
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Jn the different states of Germany, bat 600,000 
In Holland and Belgium, - - : - 100,000 
In Sweden and Denmark, 2 wt - 5,000 
RPS. WA te fe ee ete 50,000 
In Great Britain and her erpontintion, - . 80,000 
In the Italian States, —- pom Pavey 200,000 


In the United States of America, 6 Lae 3,000 


Persia, China, Hindostan, ke, according to the best 
estimates, - - - - 2,500,000 





7,688,000 


It is impossible to ascertain the number of Jews in Cochin China, 
and the remote parts of Persia and India, also in Spain and Portu- 


gal ; but it will be discovered that many millions exist. 
M, M. N.” 


SOCIETY FOR PROMOTING CHRISTIANITY AMONG THE JEWS. 


Friday, May 9, a most numerous meeting of this Society took place 
at the Freemasons’ Hall, Sir T. Baring, Bart. in the chair. There 
were upwards of 500 ladies present, and the platform was crowded 
with clergymen and nobility. 

The Chairman having stated the object of the méeting, observed, 
that there was samething in the history of the persecutions of the 
Jewish people which most powerfully commanded the sympathies 
of those who felt for the spiritual welfare of their fellow creatures. 
From the first institution of the Society, about 300 children of the 
Jews had been educated in the Christian faith, none of whom had, 
to the knowledge of the Society, ever returned to the errors of their 
forefathers. A good number of copies of the New Testament in the 
Hebrew language, and hundreds of thousands of tracts had been cir- 
culated wherever Jews could be found, throughout the continent, 
as well as in this kingdom ; and the most cheering consequences 
arose from so vigorous a diffusion of true knowledge. The Chair- 
man then called upon the meeting for their unremitting efforts in 
favour of the Institution, whose views embraced the interests of six 
millions of people scattered over the face of the earth. 

The Rev. Basil Woodd, one of the Secretaries, eulogized the 
Society, and said it was almost time for the Gentiles to avail them- 
selves of the opportunity of making some amends for the frauds they 
had committed upon their Jewish brethren. The Rev. Gentleman 
also affectionately addressed the children; congratulated them on 
their admission to the Christian church ; and admonished them not 
to neglect their privileges, but to pray for their benefactors, and the 
conversion of their nation. On this subject he read, and expounded 
as he proceeded, part of the 61st and 62d chapters of Isaiah ; after 
which the children sung a hymn in the Hebrew, “ Unto us a child 
ts born.” 


123 ISRAELS ADVOCATE. 


Rev. Mr. Hawtrey (another of the Secretaries) read the Report, 
which was long, and contained a great deal of intelligence transmit- 
ted by the missionaries from distant nations, as well as accounts of 
the branches which were shooting out in different parts of the king- 
dom from the parent stock in London. ‘The total amount of sub- 
scriptions for the last year wa $48,552, (exceeding last year $1,050,) 
of which Ireland had contributed, notwithstanding the privations un- 
der which that country had recently laboured, no less than $6,450. 
Within the year, 8,824 copies of the Scriptures, in whole or part, 
(including above 3000 Testaments in Hebrew, German, &c.) had 
been issued, and no fewer than 74,000 Tracts. An additional num- 
ber of Missionaries were going out to Poland, where the efforts of 
the Society were strongly felt. In Holland a steady progress was 
making, notwithstanding many and peculiar difficulties which arose 
from the great dissatisfaction the Jews there felt at the state of their 
own religion. The Report cited cases of infidelity cured by the 
means of the Society ; and one case of a thief who had been con- 
demned to imprisonment in the House of Correction at V , con- 
verted without any persuasion from the clergyman, or prospect of 
advantage. ‘T'he Jew was baptized—remained in prison until his 
offence was expiated, and was now in the service of a man who plac- 
ed the most unbounded confidence in him. The Report concluded 
with a call for increase of funds. 

The Bishop of Gloucester, in moving that the Report be received 
and printed, most powerfully advocated the cause. His Lordship 
alluded t6 the recent Anniversary of the Bible Society in that room, 
and remarked that the greater part of that holy book was written 
by and for the Jewish nation. ‘They were, he said, bound in grati- 
tude to serve the Jews, who had suffered scorn and derision on 
their account in days long gone by, and who had been left to perish, 
millions after millions ; but they were bound to Him more espécial- 
ly who was the King of the Jews. The diffusion of Christian know- 
ledge was now operating like a well-marshalled army ; the batteries 
were at play, the mines were springing, and recruits were from time 
to time coming into the Christian camp. 

Lord Calthorpe seconded the resolution ; in doing which he took 
occasion to commend, in the strongest manner, the system of edu- 

cating children upon their establishment. His Lordship commend- 
ed their attempts for the conversion of the young, whose hearts 
were more open to instruction and conviction. 

Lord Bexley declared, that not one of the great institutions of the 
country better deserved support than this. 

The motion was seconded by Lord Calthorpe; Lord Bexley, Dr. 
Pinkerton, Sir G. Rose, and several other gentlemen and ministers 
addressed the meeting. Also a converted Jew, the Son of a Rabbi, 
returned his thanks for the exertions of the Society in the behalf 
of his nation. In the north of England he met with a man of talents 
who spoke very lightly of the object of the Society, and its effects. 
He did not suppose that they would convert more than one hundred al- 
together.— ** Be it so,” said he ; “ you are a skilfal calculator—take 
your pen now and calculate the worth of one hundred immortal souls.”’ 
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ANNIVERSARY OF THE JAMAICA AUXILIARY. 


On Thursday, the 26th day of June, 1823, ** The Jamaica Auxi- 
liary to the Society for Meliorating the Condition of the Jews,” con- 
vened in the Presbyterian Church in the village of Jamaica, in cele- 
bration of their first Anniversary since the organization of the So- 
ciety. ‘The meeting was numerously attended, and was opened by 
singing, and prayer by the Rev. John Blatchford ; after which the 
President took the chair, and called upon the Secretary for his Re- 
port, which having been read and accepted, the audience was ad- 
dressed, in a feeling and impressive manner, on the importance of 
the plans of the institution, by Dr. Thomas W. Blatchford, Mr. J. 
T. Bergen, Rev. John Blatchford, Mr. D. A. Borrenstein, (a con- 
verted Jew,) and by the Rev. Mr. Frey, in succession. 

The exercises of the day having been concluded, a collection, 
amounting to upwards of $20, was taken up, in aid of the funds of 
the Society. 

The following are extracts from the Report, read on that oc- 
casion :— 

A few individuals of this village, deeply impressed with the obli- 
gations binding every Christian, to exert his influence in the cause 
of evangelizing the Jews, invited the Christians of this vicinity to 
meet and form a Society for this purpose ; and on the 27th day of 
May, 1822, the Society, whose first Anniversary we now celebrate, 
was formed, and has the honour of being the first Auxiliary, ever 
formed, to the parent Suciety—a Society which, in the space of one 
year, numbers over one hundred and Jifty Auxiliaries. 

No Christian then, present, could have failed to observe, and 
cannot easily forget the simultaneous impulse which operated upon 
Christians of different denominations, prompting them to a cheerful 
and liberal subscription. With pleasure, we have often related, 
and with great pleasure, we this day repeat, that before the Society 
left the house, upwards of one hundred and fifty dollars were sub- 
scribed ; and this, together with subsequent subscriptions, have ena- 
bled our Treasurer to pay to the Treasurer of the Parent Institu- 
tion, as our first contribution, $172 72 cts.; and it must not be for- 
gotten, that the females of this Society have not been inactive in the 
great design. A committee of ladies was appointed to solicit dona- 
tions and obtain subscribers ; some of them, we are happy to state, 
have been very successful—others, of course, not as much so; but 
all deserve the thanks of Christian hearts, and that too in-a very 
warm and hearty manner. 

Such is the simple narrative of the proceedings of this institution, 
since its first organization. Necessarily restricted in our operations, 
from the subordinate relation we sustain, and the humble agency, with 
the execution of which we are entrusted, we cannot, and we hope we 
are not expected to furnish all that interesting detail of operations 
upon the extended and magnificent scale of that institution, of which 
we are but a subordinate and humble branch, resembling more the 
narrow silent stream, than the broad extended river. We content 
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ourselves, however, with the expectation, and energize our efforts by the 
hope that, however insignificant in itself, it may, by its contributary 
agency, serve to swell the volume and increase the force of the waters of 
mercy, which flow, as into a common ocean of benevolence and. love, 
into the treasury of the Parent Institution. A child, indeed, of a noble, 
and vigorous, and efficient parent, our incipient efforts are, and must 
necrssarily be, characterized by the comparative inefficiency of children. 
A tributary stream—we cannot exhibit the magnificence and grandeur of 
the wide extended ocean. 

Silent, unnoticed, and obscure, however, as our efforts may be, yet the 
thought that they may, consecrated by the blessing of the God of Israel— 
the covenant God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, be rendered 
efficient in the salvation of some awfully deluded Israelite, imparts a joy 
to which earth’s votaries are utter strangers. But, however humble in 
ourselyes——-unproductive our exertions—appalling our prospects, we 
draw encouragement, and acquire importance, by an association and co- 
operation with the Parent Institution, and, with them, the whole Chris- 
tian world. 

A perusal of the first Report of the American Society for Meliorating 
the Condition of the Jews cannot fail to impress the mind of the attentive 
and reflecting reader with the consummate ability, the unwearied assi- 
duity—the noble spirit manifested in the sacrifice of private interest, com- 
fort, and enjoyment, in subserviency to the great interests of the Institu- 
tion. The unabated ardor with which they have laboured for the accom- 
plishment of the great design of the association ; the success of their every 
effort, and the more than anticipated effect of their every measure, entitle 
them to, and should receive, the gratitude of every one who is qualified 
to estimate their efforts—is prepared to feel—and whose heart glows with 
love to the scattered of Israel, and the dispersed thereof. 

While in accordance with the feelings which the occasion, on which 
we are assembled, and its natural associations, are calculated to produce 
and cherish, every individual, now present, will pour forth of the grati- 
tude of his heart; will award his unqualified commendation to the Direc- 
tors of the Parent Institution. We know that the strongly marked 
Providences of God, in reference to this Institution, will not here termi- 
nate their influence. The unparalleled success which has attended her 

operations ; the gradual decrease, and ultimate disappearance of the 
primitive opposition to the object and design contemplated ; the almost 
universally favorable impression created—its suddenness and intensity— 
all proclaim the hand of God in its favor. ‘The conversion of its foes to 
friends—its enemies to abettors; the magnificence of its design, and the 
efficiency of its execution—its steady, gradual, yet sure, march to the 
accomplishment of its purpose, to the achievement of its design, pro- 
claim its sufficiency of God, its patron and friend; the God in whose 
hands are the hearts of his people —the God of Israel, for a time cast off 
and forsaken, yet for whose redemption and exaltation to the blessedness 
of the crucified Jesus, he condescends to employ the humble agency of 
this Society. Yes! the operations of this Society, however magnificent 
and glorious, are but the first elements of a more extended system; and 
the glories that encircle—the splendours that attend her march, are but 
the incipient splendours and glories that will encircle her when God rises 
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in his majesty and might, for the restoration of his chosen. *Tis like the 
path of the just, shining brighter and brighter unto the perfect day. Its 
march shall be attended with increased and increasing splendour, until 
its glories and splendours shall be merged and lost in the overwhelming 
effulgence that will encircle the common Saviour of Jews and Gentiles. 

Taught the value of a Saviour’s blood, and influenced by its value, 
they have laboured for its extension to the children of Abraham—the 
friend of God. We may anticipate, but cannot fully conceive, of the 
rich exuberant flow of gratitude—of the increased intensity of affection 
the recollection will beget and cherish in the bosom of the once deluded 
Israelite—the despiser of God—-crucifier of his Son, as possessed of glory, 
and gladdened with the felicities of Heaven. He reverts to the thought 
that the Gentile agency and effort were rendered instrumental in procur- 
ing the blessedness he enjoys. Yet this is the direct and positive ten- 
dency of every effort of this Institution; every advance towards the ac- 
complishment of its contemplated purpose, and execution of its delineated 
plan, sheds the hallowed lustre of Heaven upon it, and the chastened 
splendour of its glory is reflected to its most remote and humble Auxi- 
liary. It stands, like the centre sun of some grand extended system, dif- 
fusing its light, and heat, and influence, in proportion to the proximity of 
its satellites, Our wisdom and our duty is, by a vigorous efiort, to gain 
a near approach, knowing that such will procure a corresponding increase 
of glory and renown. 

- Henry C. Sreicur, Secretary. 


AUXILIARY SOCIETY AT RICHMOND, (Va.) 


From the Richmond Family Visitor we learn that the Ministers of four 
denominations joined in the celebration of the 4th ult. They met in the 
morning in the First Baptist Church, when a Discourse was delivered by 
the Rey. Dr. Rice. In the afternoon the Rev. Mr. Keeling delivered a 
Discourse in the Methodist Old Chapel. 

After the services of the 4th of July were closed in the afternoon, it 
was proposed that those persons who were friendly to the establishment 
of a Society, auxiliary to the American Society for Meliorating the Con- 
dition of the Jews, should remain, with the view of forming such a So- 
ciety. A vote having been taken on the expediency of this measure, a 
Constitution was adopted, in which the terms of membership were fixed 
at one dollar per annum. Those who were present became subscribers ; 
and the meeting adjourned until Tuesday, the 8th, when its organization 
was completed by the election of a Board of Directors. 

In an interview with Dr. Rice, who is in this part of the country, for 
the benefit of his health, we learn that by the time our next number is 
published, we shall have an official account of the organization of the 
above Society ; and that it is likely to prove one of our largest and most 
efficient Auxiliaries. ‘Thus, while our fellow-citizens of Richmond were 
celebrating the recognition of the rights of man, they were not ashamed 
to recognise the rights of God, to a portion of their earthly possessions, 
for the advancement of His cause. 
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MASONRY TRIBUTARY TO THE PROGRESS OF CHRISTIANITY 


AMONG THE JEWS. } 


The Secretary for domestic correspondence, recently received a 
printed Circular from the Secretary of the Windham county (Conn.) 
‘Bible Society, containing an account of their proceedings at Brook- 
lyn, May 19th, 1823, and a copy of their Constitution, from which 
we extract the following :— 

Resolved unanimously, That we view with adeep and increasing 
interest the unparalleled exertions of the benevolent to diffuse the 
cheering beams of that Great Light the Holy Book of Scriptures. 

Resolved, That the benevolent genius of Masonry cannot, in our 
opinion, be more appropriately exhibited, than by vigorously co-ope- 
rating in the extension of the empire of virtue, by extending the 
knowledge of the will of Him who disposes of the rewards of virtue. 


CONSTITUTION. 


This Society shall consist of such Masonic bodies, or association 
of individual brethren, when the body to which they belong is not a 
member, as shall comply with the requisitions of the following Con- 
stitution. | 

Art. Ist. The officers of this Society shall consist of a Presi- 
dent, four Vice-Presidents, a Treasurer, Corresponding and Re- 
cording Secretary, and one or more Agents for the purchase and 
distribution of the Holy Book of Scriptures among the Jews, in and 
near the ancient City Jerusalem. 


From the Jewish Expositor and Friend of Israel, of June, 1823. 


FIFTEENTH REPORT OF THE LONDON SOCIETY. 


On a review of the transactions of the past year, your Committee are 
again enabled, through the goodness of God, to congratulate you on the 
increasing prosperity of your Institution. ‘The calls for its exertions have 
been multiplied; the sphere of its operations extended; the efficacy of its 
labours rendered more apparent. Its resources also, though still inade- 
quate to its prospects of usefulness, have been progressively enlarged. 

United in the same glorious cause with Bible and Missionary Societies, 
if it partakes in their trials, it is favoured also with a share of their suc- 
cess. And whilst, in common with the conductors of other kindred insti- 
tutions, your Committee are from time to time admonished to “ cease 
from man,” they are no less amply encouraged to confide in an omnipo- 
tent and omnipresent God. 

The details which they will now proceed to lay before you, will, they 
_ justify these few preliminary observations. 

Adverting, first tothe Domestic Occurrences of the year, your Com- 
‘an are happy to report the formation of several new Auxiliary Socie- 
ties and Associations. Amongst the former they have the peculiar satis- 
faction of numbering those established at Chichester and Gloucester, under 
the patronage, respectively, of the Bishops of those dioceses. To this list 
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of new Auxiliaries they hope soon to be able to add a third episcopal city, 
Worcester ; where the cause of the Society has been brought forward, 
since the last Anniversary, and considerable interest excited, and some 
contributions made in its behalf. Auxiliary Societies have been establish- 
ed, likewise, at Portsea, and at Derby, where hitherto there has been a 
Ladies’ Association only. Associations have been formed, also, at Clap- 
ham, in the vicinity of London, and amongst the members of the congre- 
gation attending at Percy Chapel, in the Metropolis. At Gloucester, 
together with the Auxiliary Society already mentioned, a Ladies’ Asso- 
ciation also was formed, of which her Grace the Dutchess of Beaufort is 
patroness, and the Hon. Mrs. Ryder, president. 

The warmest acknowledgments are due from your committee to those 
zealous friends of the society, to whose influence and exertions, under 
God, it is indebted for this important accession of strength; and more 
particularly to those clergymen (most of whose names already stand re- 
eorded in-the Annual Reports of the Society) who have visited various 
parts of the kingdom, in conjunction with your Secretaries, and whose 
valuable assistance, on these, as on former occasions, has contributed so 
materially to the auspicious commencement of the new institutions, and 
to the growing efficiency of those previously established. 

It affords your committee much satisfaction to be able to state, on the 
eoncurrent testimony of the Society’s friends and advocates throughout 
the kingdom, that there is a manifest increase, among their countrymen, 
of enlightened, scriptural zeal, for the spiritual welfare of Israel. Of this, 
indeed, the most satisfactory proof has been viven in the increase of con- 
tributions to the Society’s Funds; by means of which its income has been 
raised to £10,924 2s. 7d. exceeding that of last year by £230 14s. 3d. 

For this augmentation in the funds of the institution, your committee 
are deeply sensible of the extent of their obligations to their female friends, 
whose contributions-have, as heretofore, constituted so large a portion of 
the pecuniary supplies of the year. ‘To mention one or two instances 
only—an increase of £150 in the remittances of the Bristol Auxiliary, 
in the course of the year | 822, is stated to have been chiefly owing to the 
increased exertions of the Ladies’ Association connected with it. The 
Auxiliary Society recently established at Gloucester, (which has given a 
most valuable pledge of future efficiency by remitting nearly £400, as the 
produce of the: first five months of its existence,) has received ‘nearly 
£100 from the Ladies’ Association; and by the Ladies’ Association of 
the Episcopal Jews Chapel £170 has been contributed. Your Commit- 
tee must not here omit to mention that the sale of fancy and other work, 
now so frequently adopted by the Ladies’ Associations, has proved a very 
productive source of supply to the Society during the past year. More 
than £500 have been obtained from this single source by the Ladies As- 
sociations of Bath, Bristol, Gloucester, Derby, and London. 

In speaking of the contributions to the service of the year, your com- 
mittee have hitherto confined themselves to England. They have like- 
wise, however, thankfully to acknowledge the liberal succours which they 
continue to receive from individuals and religious societies, of various de- 
nominations, in Scotland, and to record, as they do, with feelings of the 
liveliest gratitude to God and man, the increasing energy of their friends 
and associates in Ireland, which, in a period of great national anxiety 
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and conflict, has been the means of contributing £1150 to the funds ot 
the Society, being an increase of £300 on the remittances of last year. 

Whilst satisfactory evidence has been afforded of the diffusion of a be- 
nevolent feeling, on the part of British Christians, towards their Brethren 
of the house of Israel, indications of an awakening attention to the objects 
and efforts of the Society have not been wanting among the Jews resident 
in this country. One proof of this has been the comparative frequency of 
their publications on the subject of Christianity ; which, if they do not 
manifest any great progress towards a conviction of its truths, argue at 
least a diminished hostility to its doctrines and advocates. It is plain, 
likewise, that they read our publications, and there can be no doubt that 
beneficial effects may be expected to result from amicable and temperate 
discussions of the points at issue between us and them. ‘To encourage 
this favourable disposition to examination and inquiry, Tracts have been 
distributed among the Jews living in London; many of whom have wil- 
lingly received them, as also Bibles, which have been lent them. And 
there is reason to hope that good has, in some instances, been effected by 
this silent and unobtrusive dissemination of religious truth. 

With a similar view (though not without a regard at the same time to 
the instruction of Christians) a series of Monthly Lectures on the Old 
Testament Types, has been commenced at the Episcopal Chapel in Beth- 
nal Green. At these Lectures Jews are particularly invited to attend. 

The Education of Jewish children, voluntarily given up for that pur- 
pose by their parents, continues to occupy the attention of the Commit- 
tee. Nearly 300 such children have enjoyed the benefit of Christian 
instruction in the schools of the Society, since its commencement, and in 
several instances there is good reason to hope that the good seed has not 
been sown in vain. Your Committee find no difficulty in obtaining 
situations, with Christian masters, for the children who are of age to leave 
the schools; and in many cases satisfactory testimonies to their conduct 
have been received from their employers. 

The number of children admitted into the schools during the past year 
has been, 5 boys, 11 girls—Left, for service or apprenticeship, 6 boys, 
4 girls—At present in the schools, 33 boys, 49 girls. 

The F’ress employed by the Society, has, under its direction, been en- 
gaged in the printing of new Tracts, or reprinting of old ones, mostly on 
stereotype plates, some in English and other modern European languages, 
others in Hebrew, or its various dialects as used by the Jews in diflerent 
parts of the Continent. It may here be mentioned, likewise, that various 
publications, of the class just specified, have been printed during the 
year, at the Society’s expense, in Germany. Other similar publications 
are in progress. ‘The issues have been as follows :— 

Hebrew Testaments, 600; German Hebrew ditto, 800 ; Judeo-Polish 
ditto, 500—Total, 1,900. Hebrew Prophets, 1,500 ; German Hebrew 
ditto, 2 000—Total, $,500. Hebrew Prophets and "Testaments bound 
together, 1,034; Bibles and ‘Testaments, 300; Hebrew Psalters, 2,100-— 
Total, 3,4 34. Grand total Scriptures, whole or in part, 8,834. 

Tracts, Hebrew, 15,000 ; German Hebrew, 16,009 ; ; English, 43,000 
—Total, 74,000. Cards, "Hebrew, 5 5,500; German "Hebrew, 8,000 : 
English, 1,000—Total, 14,500. 
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These various publications have been circulated during the last year, 
in the following places :— 

Nice, Naples, Marseilles, Genoa, Gibraltar, Malta, Hamburg, Det- 
mold, Posen, Koenigsburg, Dresden, F rankfort, Berlin, Madras, Cal- 
cutta, Serampore, Boston, Massachusetts, C harlestown, Columbia. 

In these and other places, at home and abroad, more than 10,000 co- 
pies of the Hebrew New Testament have been circulated since the for- 
mation of the Society, besides many thousand copies of the New Testa- 
ment in German Hebrew, and Judeo Polish. Many hundred thousand 
Tracts, in various languages, on the subjects at issue between Jews and 
Christians, have, in the same period, been distributed by the Society. 
Who shall compute the good that may have been, or that shall be, done 
to the present generation of Jews, and to generations yet unborn, by these 
silent heralds of salvation! Oh that each volume, given and received, 
were given and received in prayer / 

Five missionary students have been received into the Seminary since 
the last Anniversary. f these, four were sent over from Berlin, where 
they had been previously educating as missionaries, under the auspices 
of the pious and excellent Mr. Jaenicke. ‘The fifth has been recom- 
mended by the friends of the Sotiety in Ireland, and, together with two 
of those just mentioned, is now on probation in the Seminary, conforma- 
bly to the Rules which have been adopted for its management. 

Three missionaries have been sent out during the year—two, Mr. 
Wendt and Mr. Hoff, Germans, to Poland; the other, Rev. W. B. Lewis, 
of Trinity College, Dublin, to the Mediterranean. 

The Rev. Charles Neat, an English clergyman, well known to your 
Committee, whose attention has for some time been directed to the So- 
ciety’s objects, has been designated as missionary to Leghorn, and the 
parts adjacent ; and is now perfecting himself in the knowledge of He- 
brew, under the teacher at the Seminary. 


(To be continued. ) 








LIST OF SOCIETIES AUXILIARY TO THE A. S. M. C. J. 
(Continued from page 119.) 


SOCIETIES. PRESIDENTS. SECRETARIES. 

Virginia. 
Brownsburgh Rev. J Morrison James M. Brown 
Lynchburgh William Burd Richard Poilard 
Lexington John M’Clelland Nathan Miller 
Timebridge & Fairfield James Lyle Henry Ruffner 
Rockingham Walter Davis James Hall 
Falling Spring Major James W. Mathews John Donihoo 

Pennsylvania. = 
Harrisburgh Andrew Mitchell Alexander Graydon 
Easton Rev. Thomas Pomp John Gray 
New Hampshire. 

Keene Rev. Z. S. Barstow Rev. Z. S. Barstow 


— 
ee 


Monies collected by the Rev. Mr. Frey, since the 7th of July. 


D. C. ‘e 

In Rev. Mr. McMurray’s = in Mar- New-York , 6 81 
ket-street, New-York . 27 6 In Rev. Mr. Fisher’ s Church, in ‘Paterson, 

In Rev. Mr. Phillips’ Church, in Pearl-st. New-Jersey . 21 60 
New-York , 39 24 Inkev.Gideon N.J udd’s Chureb in Bloom- 

In Rev. Mr. Baldwin’s 7th Presb, Church, field, New.Jersey .. : a 44 
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Monies received into the Treasury during the Month of July. 


D. C. Dd. 


Cash from Charles F. Seidel, being amount From the Harrisburgh, (Penn.) Aux. So- 
of collection at Bethlehem, (Penn.) per ciety, per Mr. Alexander Graydon, Se- 
Rev. Mr. Mortimer . . . . 1075 ereterg.= co A ta’ os 1 SA O® 
From the Right Rev. Andrew Benade, Amount collected in 7th Presb. Church in 
being amount of collection at Salem, New-York, Rev. E. W. Baldwin pastor 6 R1 
Stokes county,(N.C.) per Rev. Mr. Mor- Amount cullected in Associate Reformed 
timer ; ‘ : ; . 80 00 Church in Pearl-st. New-York, Rev. 
From the Female Aux: Society in Newbu- William W. Phillips poser + « “85'S 
ryport, (Mass.) = Rev. Dr. Spring 10 00 Amount collected in Rev. Mr. Fisher's 
From a Lady, a Member of the Rev. G. Church in Paterson,(N.J.)  . 4 21 
Spring’s congregation, of New-York, to Amount collected in Rev. Gideon N. 
constitute him a Life Member . 15 00 Judd’s Church, in Bloomfield, (N.J.) 22 44 
Amount collected in the Dutch Reformed From Mrs. Mary Newton, of Charleston, 
Church in Market-st. New-York, Rev. (S.C.) being ber annual subscription 5 06 


Dr. McMurray pastor , : ; 27 6 oma 

From the Female Aux. Society in Suffield, $522 90 
per Mr. Charles Sherman ae ie 15 00 —- 

From the Lynchburgh, (Vir.) Aux. Socie- R. MILFORD BLATCH FORD, 


ty, per Mr Richard Pollard, Secretary Treasurtr. 
and Treasurer oO gest ie - 600 


fe 
Notices. 


The Board of Directors of the A.S. M. C. J. at their meeting, June 10th, 1823, 
appointed the Rev. Dr. Stephen N Rowan their agent, whose duty it is, among other 
things, to edit and superintend the publication of “ Israel’s Advocate,” and to con- 
duct the correspondence with Auxiliary Societies. Any communications addressed 
to the said Agent, at 491 Greenwich-street, New-York, or left at the store of Mr. 
John P. Haven, No. 182 Broadway, New-York, will receive prompt attention. 


IsnaEL’s ADVOCATE, it is believed, has already been instrumental of much good, 
in commifnicating information respecting the Jews, and exciting a spirit of active 
benevolence on their behalf; and it may still continue to do good, if properly con- 
ducted. In addition to selections from foreign and domestic publications, which 
detail the success of the Gospel among the Jews, and which must always be inter- 
esting to the christian, it is deemed desirable, that there should be occasionally in- 
serted original articles on prophecies, relating to the restoration of the Jews; ac- 
counts of conversions of any of that people, which may have taken place in this 
country, and elsewhere ; and essays calculated to arouse the attention, and call forth 
the efforts of the Christian community, to the melioration of the condition of these 
long neglected objects of Christian charity. Many heads and hearts are already 
known to us, and there are many more unknown, which have the capacity and the 
disposition to produce such articles for this paper. We invite the co-operation of 
our friends in this way ; and assure any who may thus become our correspondents, 
that immediate and respectful attention shall be paid to their communications. 


Donations to the funds of the A. S. M. C. J. will be received by either of the fol- 
lowing officers : 

Peter Wilson, L. L. D., President, Hackensack, New-Jersey. 

Rev. Alexander M’Leod, D D., Secretary for Foreign Correspondence, 555 
Pearl-street, New-York. 

Rev. Samuel H. Cox, Secretary for Domestic Correspondence, 247 Spring-street, 
New-York. 

R. Milford Blatchford, Esq. Treasurer, 140 Water-street, New-York. 

Rev. Stephen N. Rowan, D. D., Agent, 491 Greenwich-street, New-York. 


Subscriptions to IsnarL’s ApvocarTs, at one dollar per annum, received by the 
Agent, 491 Greenwich-street, or the Publisher, 182 Broadway, New-Yovrk. 


New-Yorx :—Pablished by JOHN P. HAVEN, Theological Bookseller, No. 182 
Broadway, for the * American Society for Meliorating the Condition of the Jevs.” 





D. Fanshaw, Printer, No. 1 Marray-streetf. 











